THE LAST ASSAULT
journey, that it would be a loss not to quote his pleasing
account:
5 On the twenty-fourth of August 1642, Monseigneur
the Cardinal de Richelieu slept at Viviers. He was travel-
ling down the River Rhone, in a boat which had been
fitted with a wooden apartment upholstered with scarlet
velvet flowered in crimson, the groundwork being of gold.
In the same boat there was an ante-chamber furnished in
the same fashion; at the prow and at the stern of the boat
were some soldiers of his guard wearing scarlet coats. . . .
cHis Eminence was in a bed adorned with purple taffeta.
'Monseigneur the Cardinal of Bichi, and Messieurs the
Bishops of Nantes and Ghartres were there with a large
number of abb & and gentlemen, in other boats; in front of
them there was an advance-guard frigate, and behind
came another boat filled with musketeers and their officers.
When they came alongside some isle, soldiers were sent
ashore to see if there were any suspected persons to be
found, and, not discovering any, they guarded the banks
until two boats following had passed. These were filled
with nobles and soldiers, well armed. Then came the boat
of His Eminence, to the stern of \vhich was attached a
small covered boat containing M. de Thou, a prisoner
guarded by an adjutant from the Royal guards, and a
dozen of His Eminence's guards.
cBehind the boats came three barges containing the
wearing apparel and the silver vessels of His Eminence.
cOn the banks of the Rhone, in Dauphine, rode two
companies of light horse, and as many on the borders of
Languedoc and Vivarais. There was a very fine regiment
of foot that went into the towns where His Eminence in-
tended to enter or to sleep.
cWhen his boat came alongside the shore, a wooden
bridge was fixed, stretching from the boat to the Ashore.
After this was made secure, the bed on which the said lord
lay was carried ashore, for he was ill with a sore or ulcer
on the arm. Six strong men carried the bed by means of
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